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They were bound for the West, and there were two roads, by one or other of which alone they could leave their country One was on the right bank of the Rhone by the Pas de 1'Ecluse, a pass between the Jura mountains and the river, so nairow that but two carts could go abreast along it, the other, and easier, was through Savoy, which was now Roman
Under any aspect the transit of so vast a body thiough Roman territory could not but be dangerous Savoy was the very ground on which Longinus had been destroyed Yet it was in this direction that the Helvetu were preparing to pass, and would pass unless they were prevented, while in the whole Transalpine province theie was but a single legion to oppose them Csesar started on the instant He reached Marseilles m a few days, joined his legion, collected a few levies m the Province, and hurried to Geneva Where the river leaves the lake there was a bridge which the Helvetn had neglected to occupy Caesar broke it, and thus secured a breathing time The Helvetii, who were aheady on the move and were assembling in f01 ce a few miles off, sent to demand a passage If it was refused, there was more than one spot between the lake and the Pas de 1'Ecluse where the river could be forded The Roman force was small, and Csesar postponed his reply It was the 1st of April, he promised an answer on the 15th In the interval he threw up forts, dug trenches, and raised walls at every point where a passage could be attempted, and when the time was expired, he declined to permit them to enter the Province They tried to ford, they tried boats, but at every point they were beaten back It remained for them to go